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DETAILED ACTION 

This Non-Final Office action is responsive to the communication mailed January 19, 
2005. Claims 1-21 and 23-44 are under examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Each of independent claims 1 , 8 and 17 is indefinite for reciting "authoritative data 

that is writable to " This language does not describe the nature of the claimed data with 

particularity such that one skilled in the art would understand the scope of the invention 
being claimed. Moreover, the specification fails to provide an adequate description for the 
meaning of "authoritative data that is writable to . . . 

Independent claims 1, 8 and 17 are also indefinite for failing to indicate how the 
claimed system limitations are connected to one another. For example, claim 1 recites a 
plurality of customer facing utility systems . . . being adapted to communicate with customer 
systems . . . yet claim 1 fails to indicate how the customer system and customer facing 
utility system are connected to one another. The dependent claims also fail to indicate how 
their limitations connect to the limitations of their corresponding independent claims. For 
example, there is no indication of how, or if, the "firm side system" of claim 2 is connected to 
the "plurality of customer facing utility systems" of claim 1. 
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Claim 20 is indefinite in that it lacks antecedent basis for the limitation "transaction 
records in said authoritative data 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 


Claims 1-21 and 23-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 4,980,826 to Wagner. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as being drawn to an electronic commerce 
system comprising a plurality of customer facing utility systems, a firm side system, and a 
plurality of street side systems. The plurality of customer facing utility systems, the firm side 
system, and the plurality of street side systems each have a set of associated data, as well 
as a means for replicating the associated data between the different system types, as well 
as between the individual systems. 

It is worth noting that the following limitations do not carry patentable weight: 
"said customer facing utility systems being adapted to communicate with customer 
systems" (e.g. claim 1 ); and 
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"each of said street side systems being adapted to communicate with street 
systems" (e.g. claim 4). 

These limitations do not carry patentable weight because they do not provide the 
claimed electronic commerce system with a physical limitation. Moreover, the claims do not 
positively recite a "customer system" or a "street system." Thus, adapting the claimed 
systems to communicate with these unrecited features cannot provide Applicant's invention 
with a physical feature that is worth consideration. 

Based on this construction, Wagner anticipates claims 1-20 and 28^3 by disclosing 
a computerized exchange system comprising a plurality of remote terminals (col. 7, lines 
42-46; and Fig. 1, chars. 18 and 20), a central processor (col. 7, lines 28-30; and Fig. 1), 
and a plurality of vendor systems (Fig. 15, char. 592). 

Claims 21 , 23-27 and 44 are drawn to a method for processing a transaction 
comprising entering a transaction request at one of a plurality of communication terminals, 
storing the transaction request in a data storage that is accessible by the plurality of 
communication terminals, sending the transaction request to a transaction-processing 
communication terminal, executing the transaction request, and storing a transaction 
execution record in a data storage that is accessible by the plurality of communication 
terminals. The claims provide that the transaction request may comprise a buy order, a sell 
order, an order cancellation, or a transaction inquiry. 

Wagner anticipates claims 21 , 23-27 and 44 by disclosing a method for performing 
transactions comprising: 

receiving a transaction request at one of a plurality of terminals (col. 7, lines 41-47 
and 61-64; and col. 12, lines 66-68); 
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recording the transaction request in a central storage accessible by the plurality of 
workstations (col. 7, lines 55-57 and 61-64; col. 8, lines 50-53; col. 9, lines 1-4 and 46-49; 
col. 14, lines 40-43; and col. 16, lines 40-49); 

sending the transaction request to a transaction processing terminal (col. 6, lines 61- 
64; col. 12, lines 65-67); 

executing the transaction request (col. 7, lines 58-59 and 61-64); and 

storing a record of the executed transaction in storage accessible to the plurality of 
terminals (col. 7, lines 61-64; col. 8, lines 50-53; and col. 9, lines 1-4 and 46-49). 

Wagner further discloses a buy order (col. 12, lines 5-6) a sell order (Id.), and an 
order cancellation (col. 13, lines 29-30; and col. 15, line 50). Based on the foregoing, 
Wagner anticipates the subject matter of claims 21 , 23-27 and 44. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 4,799,156 to Shavit et al.. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Shavit et al. disclose a 
plurality of intelligent buyer terminals (i.e. customer facing systems), a plurality of intelligent 
seller terminals (i.e. street side systems), and an interactive market management system 
(i.e. firm system) (col. 5, lines 20-37; and Fig. 2). Shavit et al. further provide that each of 
the listed components is coupled to a communication network and that the listed terminals 
are capable of accessing a mass storage device (col. 5,1 ines 46-52). Based on the 
foregoing, Shavit et al. anticipates the subject matter of claims 1-20 and 28-43. 

Claims 1-21 and 26-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 5,270,922 to Higgins. 
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Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Higgins discloses a 
hierarchy of data processing terminals comprising area, branch and workstation levels (col. 
1 , lines 39-45). Storage media at the different levels disseminate data over a 
communication network (col. 1, lines 39-45). The data may be stored in a read only format 
(col. 2, lines 18-25). Based on this disclosure, Higgins anticipates the subject matter of 
claims 1-20 and 28-43. 

Claims 21 , 26 and 27 are drawn to a method for processing a transaction comprising 
entering a transaction request at one of a plurality of communication terminals, storing the 
transaction request in a data storage that is accessible to the plurality of communication 
terminals, sending the transaction request to a transaction-processing communication , 
terminal, executing the transaction request, and storing a transaction execution record in a 
data storage that is accessible to the plurality of communication terminals. Higgins 
anticipates this method in that it discloses a process for conducting a transaction comprising 
receiving a request at one of a plurality of terminals (col. 1 , lines 32-45; and col. 4, lines 21- 
28), creating a record of the transaction request in storage that is accessible to the plurality 
of terminals (col. 1, lines 32-45; col. 2, lines 26-41; col. 3, lines 58-65; col. 5, lines 47-55; 
and col. 6, lines 64-67), sending the transaction request to a transaction-processing 
terminal (col. 6, lines 46-67), executing the transaction request (col. 6, lines 46-67), and 
storing a record of the execution of the transaction in a central storage that is accessible to 
the plurality of terminals (col. 1, lines 32-45; col. 2, lines 26-41; col. 3, lines 58-65; col. 5, 
lines 47-55; and col. 6, lines 64-67). Higgins further discloses responding to a transaction 
inquiry based on transaction records in the central storage (col. 6, lines 30-32). Based on 
the foregoing, Higgins anticipates the subject matter of claims 21 , 26 and 27. 
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Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 5,375,055 to Togher et al.. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Togher et al. disclose an 
anonymous trading system comprising a first market access node, in communication with a 
first plurality of trader workstations (i.e. customer facing utility systems), a second market 
access node in communication with a second plurality of trader workstations (i.e. street side 
systems), and an arbitrator processing node (i.e. firm side system) in communication with 
said first and second market access nodes (Fig. 1 ; col. 5, lines 1-9, 15-19, 25-27, and 39- 
50; col. 11, lines 7-11; and col. 12, lines 31 etseq.). Based on the foregoing, Togher et al. 
anticipates the subject matter of claims 1-20 and 28-43. 

Claims 1-21 and 23-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 6,269,343 B1 to Pallakoff. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Pallakoff anticipates the 
claims 1-20 and 28-43 by disclosing an online marketing system and method comprising: 

a plurality of buyer client terminals with associated data (i.e. "customer facing utility 
systems") (Fig. 1, chars. 14a-14x; Fig. 9, chars. 96 and 97; col. 3, lines 22-27; and col. 4, 
lines 45-53); 

a system controller with associated data (i.e. firm side system) (Fig. 1, char. 13b; 
and col. 3, lines 11-21); and 

a plurality of seller client terminals with associated data (i.e. street side systems) 
(col. 3, lines 5-10). 
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Pallakoff also meets Applicant's variously recited "means for replicating data." This 
follows because each of Pallakoff s components referenced above is coupled to a 
communication network (see col. 2, lines 64-67). 

Claims 21, 23-27 and 44 are interpreted as noted above. Pallokoff discloses, a 
method of processing customer transactions comprising: 

receving a customer transaction request at one of a plurality of customer systems 
(col. 4, lines 45-52; col. 7, lines 6-30); 

creating a record of the transaction request and writing the record to data storage 
associated with the one customer system (col. 7, lines 31-35); 

replicating the transaction request record to data storage associated with the other 
customer systems from the plurality of customer systems (col. 5, lines 3-6 and 33-37; col. 8, 
lines 41-56; col. 8', lines 66-67); 

sending the transaction request to one of a plurality of vendor systems (i.e. street 
side systems) (col. 5, lines 38-40); 

executing the transaction request at the vendor system (col. 5, lines 38-40); 

creating a record of the executed transaction (col. 5, lines 38-40); 

writing the record of the executed transaction to the one customer system (col. 8. 
lines 50-53 and 66-67); and 

replicating the transaction record to data storage associated with the other customer 
systems (col. 8. lines 50-53 and 66-67). Pallakoff further discloses a transaction 
comprising a sell order (col. 6, lines 38-39), and a transaction comprising a buy order (col. 
4, lines 45-52; col. 7, lines 6-30). Based on the foregoing, Pallakoff anticipates the subject 
matter of claims 21, 23-27 and 44. 
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Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 6,021,470 to Frank et al.. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Frank et al. disclose a data 
caching architecture comprising a central disc array (i.e. firm side system), a first plurality of 
workstations, and a second plurality of workstations, wherein the central disc array, first 
plurality of workstations, and second plurality of workstations are connected by a 
communication network (Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 41-61; and col. 4, lines 37-49). The first and 
second plurality of workstations are intelligent workstations having processing capabilities 
(col. 4, lines 36-49). Based on this disclosure, Frank et al. anticipates the subject matter of 
claims 1-20 and 28-43. 

Claims 1-21 and 26-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 6,446,048 B1 to Wells et al.. 

Claims 1-20 and 28-43 are interpreted as noted above. Wells et al. disclose a Web- 
based system for financial transaction information comprising a plurality of intelligent client 
computers (i.e. customer facing utility systems) in communication with a server-enabled 
remote database (i.e. firm side system) and a plurality of request handlers (i.e. street side 
systems). Each of the plurality of intelligent client computers, the serve-enabled remote 
database, and the plurality of request handlers have an associated set of data and the 
ability to transmit the associated data between the components of the system (Figs. 1a and 
1b; col. 6, lines 40-67; col. 7, lines 5-18 and 30-54; and col. 9, lines 10-15 and 24-30). 
Based on this disclosure, Wells et al. anticipates the subject matter of claims 1-20 and 28- 
43. 
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Claims 21 , 26 and 27 are interpreted as noted above. Wells et al. disclose a method 
for conducting a transaction comprising receiving a request at one of a plurality of terminals 
(col. 9, lines 24-30; col. 10, lines 22-23; col. 14, lines 55-58; and col. 15, lines 11-15), 
creating a record of the transaction request in a central storage that is accessible to the 
plurality of terminals (col. 4, lines 27-31; col. 6, lines 40-44; and col. 7, lines 11-21, and 30- 
34), sending the transaction request to a transaction-processing terminal (col. 9, lines 24- 
34), executing the transaction request (col. 9, lines 24-34; and col. 15, lines 54-62), and 
storing a record of the execution of the transaction in a central storage that is accessible to 
the plurality of terminals (col. 4, lines 27-31; col. 6, lines 40-44; col. 7, lines 1 1-21, and 30- 
34; and col. 15, lines 63-67). Wells et al. further disclose responding to a transaction inquiry 
based on transaction records in the central storage (col. 15, lines 11-18). Based on the 
foregoing, Wells et al. anticipate claims 21, 26 and 27. 

Claims 1, 2, 8-10, 28-31 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 6,324,587 B1 to Trenbeath et al.. 

Claims 1,2, 8-10, 28-31 and 32-35 are interpreted as being drawn to an electronic 
commerce system comprising a plurality of customer facing utility systems and a firm side 
system. The plurality of customer facing utility systems and the firm side system each 
comprise a set of associated data, as well as a means for replicating the associated data 
between the plurality of customer facing utility systems and the firm side system. The 
plurality of customer facing utility systems further comprises a means for transmitting data 
between each customer facing utility system within the plurality of customer facing systems. 

Trenbeath et al.. disclose a client-based system for sharing data objects comprising a 
plurality of intelligent client computers (i.e. customer facing utility systems) that are in 


Application/Control Number: 09/672,684 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 1648 

communication with one another through at least one central server (i.e. firm side system) 
(Fig. 3A; col. 8, lines 17-24 and 54-61). Trenbeath et al. further provide that the plurality of 
intelligent client computers are configured to transmit data objects between one another to 
accomplish the replication of data among the plurality of intelligent client computers (see 
e.g. abstract, lines 14-18). Based on this disclosure, Trenbeath et al. anticipates the subject 
matter of claims 1, 2, 8-10, 28-31 and 32-35. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' argument regarding the art rejections are moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejection. However, Applicants' remarks merit a response in order for 
understanding the present claim rejections. The Examiner therefore responds as follows. 

Applicants argue the references failed to teach or suggest a "customer facing utility 
system." The Examiner submits that the breadth of this limitation is sufficient to read upon 
any plurality of client devices that are capable of transmitting data to another device. This 
results because the claims simply recite a plurality of "customer facing utility systems" that 
are adapted to communicate with "customer systems." Moreover, the present system 
claims do not require a "customer system" since this limitation is not positively recited in the 
claims. Moreover, while claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Accordingly, Applicants' reference to the specification is 
unpersuasive. 

Applicants further argue that characterizing the customer facing utility systems, and 
their associated data, as a centralized database is improper. Applicants point out that the 
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customer facing utility systems each have authoritative data and read only data. This 
argument is not persuasive in that distinguishing the data configuration in this manner 
places an emphasis on non-functional descriptive material (see MPEP section 2106, 
subsection VI). Providing that the data is associated with each customer facing utility 
system cannot provide a patentable distinction over a centralized database since both the 
customer facing utility systems and a centralized database simply provide data access to a 
plurality of systems. 

It is also worth noting that the claims merely provide that the customer facing utility 
systems are "associated" with authoritative data and read-only data. "Associating" data with 
a system may be accomplished by connecting the system to a central data source. Thus, 
the present claims do not require the authoritative data and read-only data to reside on 
each customer facing utility system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0773. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel, can be reached on (571 ) 272-0902. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 


Timothy M. Brown 

Examiner 
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